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MEDIA INFORMATION

Welcome to the final of the EHF European Cup Men 2020/21! The double-header 
between AEK Athens HC from Greece and Ystads IF from Sweden on 28 and 30 
May 2021 concludes the inaugural season of this revamped competition.

The 28th season of European club competitions under the EHF umbrella has seen 
a new era starting in 2020/21, as the long-term partnership with Infront and DAZN 
came into effect. The EHF European Cup replaced the Challenge Cup as the third-
tier continental club competition, with a new competition identity and a knockout 
system throughout the season, culminating in this two-leg final. After the two legs 
had to be postponed on their initial playing dates of 15 and 22 May, the final will 
now be carried out as a double-header with both matches being played in Greece.

In the following media information you will find essential facts about the two 
teams striving to become the first EHF European Cup Men champions. Additional 
information can be found on the eurohandball.com website.
 
For further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the EHF 
Media and Communications Department and we will be happy to help you.

EHF Media and Communications

EHF European Cup 
Media Contact

EHF Media and Communications
Vlado Brindzak
brindzak@eurohandball.com
+43 1 80 151 161

ehfec.eurohandball.com
EC Regulations

IMPORTANT REGULATIONS
If, after completion of the two matches, both clubs have 
won the same number of points (no extra time will be 
played), the teams’ standings shall be determined by the 
following criteria:
a) goal difference
b) higher number of plus goals scored in away match
c) penalty throws

Rules for execution of penalty throws

- Only players (incl. goalkeepers) who are listed on the 
match report and are not suspended or disqualified at the 
end of the playing time are entitled to participate at the 
penalty throws.
- Prior to the penalty throws, each team shall name five 
players by handing the referees a list of numbers. These 
players shall then take one throw each until a decision (a 
winner) is reached, alternating with their opponents. Each 
team is free to determine the sequence in which throwers 
will take their throws.
- The goalkeepers may be freely selected from the match 
report and exchanged in accordance with the Rules of the 
Game. Goalkeepers may take throws and throwers may 
perform as goalkeepers.

- The referees shall choose the goal at which throws are 
taken. The team taking the first penalty throw shall be 
determined by the referees by drawing lots. The team 
winning the draw may choose whether it wishes to throw 
first or last.
- If the scores are equal after the first round of penalty 
throws, it shall be continued until a decision is reached. In 
the second round, the other team shall start. Again, five 
players shall be named who are eligible to play (the players
named before may be named once again).
- In the second round, a decision (a winner) is reached 
when a goal difference arises after both teams have taken 
one throw each.
- Serious infractions committed during penalty throws 
shall be sanctioned by disqualification. If a thrower is 
disqualified or suffers an injury, an eligible substitute 
player shall be supplementary named.
- While the throws are being taken, only the player taking 
the throw, the current goalkeeper and the referees may 
enter the respective half of the playing court.
- If the number of eligible players falls below five, players 
may be named to take a second throw in the same round.



AEK ATHENS HC (GRE) VS YSTADS IF (SWE)

• AEK Athens HC are appearing in their 
second European final, three years after 
losing to AHC Potaissa Turda of Romania in 
the final of the Challenge Cup 2017/18.

• Ystads IF, who are playing in their first 
European season since 2015/16, have 
not reached the final of an EHF club 
competition before.

• AEK can become the second team 
from Greece to win a European club 
competition, after AC Diomidis Argous 
triumphed in the Challenge Cup 2011/12.

• On their way to the final, AEK eliminated 
KH Prishtina, CSM Bucuresti, HC Neva SPb 
and RK Gorenje Velenje, winning six of 
their eight matches.

• In the semi-final against Velenje, AEK won 
31:29 at home but trailed 27:20 midway 
through the second half in Slovenia before 
a strong finish saw them draw level and 
advance to the final.

• Ystad won seven of their eight matches 
in the competition so far, losing only to 
Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta in the 
first leg of the semi-final (26:24).

• The following week, Ystad defeated the 
team from Cyprus 26:22 at home.

• For both teams, the leading scorer has 
netted 33 times so far: Dimitrios Tziras for 
AEK and Jakob Nygren for Ystad.

• While AEK’s squad includes players from 
seven different nationalities, Ystad’s roster 
is almost entirely Swedish - with left back 
Lasse Balstad (NOR) and line player Knud 
Larsen (DEN) the only exceptions.

1st leg: AEK Athens HC vs Ystads IF
Chalkida (GRE), Friday 28 May, 18:00 CEST

2nd leg: Ystads IF vs AEK Athens HC
Chalkida (GRE), Sunday 30 May, 20:00 CEST 

Referees: Miljan Vesovic, Novica Mitrovic (MNE)
EHF Delegate: Shlomo Cohen (ISR)

Playing hall
Tasos Kampouris 
Indoor Hall 
Apollonos & 
Anagnostopoulou str. 
34131 Chalkida/Kanithos 
Greece
Capacity: 1,600

Past achievements

Challenge Cup:
Runners-up (1): 2017/18
Semi-final (1): 2018/19
Quarter-final (2): 2010/11, 2019/20* 
* season not played to a finish

Greek league: 3 titles
Greek cup: 3 titles

Past achievements

EHF Cup:
Group phase (1): 2015/16
Challenge Cup:
Last 16 (1): 2003/04 
Round 4 (1): 2009/10 

Swedish league: 2 titles
Swedish cup: -

Domestic league

Handbollsligan

Last 4 games:
(Quarter-final of play-offs, 
best-of-five series)
03/04 @ Lugi HF    L30:27
31/03 vs Lugi HF   L23:25
25/03 @ Lugi HF   W15:24
17/03 vs Lugi HF   L31:34

Ystads IF advanced to the quarter-final 
as the second-ranked team from the 
regular competition, two points behind 
leaders IK Sävehof.

Domestic league

Handball Premier

Last 3 games:
08/05 vs H.C. Salamina   W43:23
10/04 vs A.S. Ionikos  W32:22
06/04 @ Diomidis Argous  W28:37
Final standings before play-offs:
1. AEK Athens 12   416:260    23
2. Diomidis 12   335:292     19
3. Ionikos  12   291:318    12
4. Olympiacos      12   187:201   10
5. ASE Douka 12   297:345    10
...
7. Salamina 12   289:373     2

Leading scorers AEK Athens HC in 
the EHF European Cup 2020/21

Dimitrios Tziras (GRE)         33
Christos Kederis (GRE)         30
Patrick Lemos (BRA)         29
Ignacio Moya (ESP)          24 
Evangelos Arampatzis (GRE)         20
Christodoulos Mylonos (GRE)         18
Marin Buneta (CRO)          16

Leading scorers Ystads IF in the 
EHF European Cup 2020/21

Jakob Nygren (SWE)         33
Jim Andersson (SWE)         29
Ludvig Hallbäck (SWE)         29
Hampus Andersson (SWE)         21
Jonathan Svensson (SWE)         18
Kim Andersson (SWE)         17
Lasse Balstad (NOR)         15

FINAL PREVIEW



AEK Athens HC: current run – unbeaten five
24.04.2021 Velenje SLO  @ RK Gorenje Velenje SLO   D 31:31
17.04.2021 Athens GRE  vs RK Gorenje Velenje SLO   W 31:29
26.03.2021 Athens GRE  vs HC Neva SPb RUS   W 29:27
25.03.2021 Athens GRE  @ HC Neva SPb RUS   W 21:30
21.02.2021 Athens GRE  vs CSM Bucuresti ROU   W 29:23
14.02.2021 Bucharest ROU @ CSM Bucuresti ROU   L 28:23
20.12.2020 Athens GRE  @ KH Prishtina KOS   W 8:41
19:12.2020 Athens GRE  vs KH Prishtina KOS   W 37:19
16.02.2020 Drammen NOR @ Drammen HK NOR   D 27:27
08.02.2020 Athens GRE  vs Drammen HK NOR   W 33:31

Ystads IF: current run – won one
24.04.2021 Ystad SWE  vs Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta  CYP W 26:22
17.04.2021 Nicosia CYP  @ Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta  CYP L 26:24
27.03.2021 Ystad SWE  vs Pölva Serviti EST   W 29:25
20.03.2021 Polva EST  @ Pölva Serviti EST   W 28:33
13.12.2020 Ystad SWE  @ HC Tallinn EST    W 24:27
12.12.2020 Ystad SWE  vs HC Tallinn EST    W 30:21 
15.11.2020 Ystad SWE  @ VHC Sviesa Vilnius LAT   W 29:36
13.11.2020 Ystad SWE  vs VHC Sviesa Vilnius LAT   W 36:33
26.03.2016 Pamplona ESP @ Helvetia Anaitasuna ESP  W 22:23
19:03.2016 Ystad SWE  vs Chambéry Savoie Handball FRA  L 26:27

PREVIOUS ENCOUNTERS IN EHF CLUB COMPETITIONS

AEK Athens HC (GRE) vs Ystads IF (SWE) 

AEK Athens HC (GRE) vs Swedish clubs 0-0-2 (45:49) 0:4

23.11.2013 AEK Athens vs Lugi HF, EHF Cup, qualification round 3   22:24 (14:11) 
30.11.2013 Lugi HF vs AEK Athens, EHF Cup, qualification round 3    25:23 (11:10)

No previous encounters

LAST 10 GAMES IN EHF CLUB COMPETITIONS

Ystads IF (SWE) vs Greek clubs 2-0-0 (66:57) 4:0

14.11.2009 Ystads IF vs AC Filippos Verias, Challenge Cup, round 3   36:28 (18:13) 
21.11.2009 AC Filippos Verias vs Ystads IF, Challenge Cup, round 3   29:30 (13:13) 



AEK ATHENS HC (GRE)

No. First Name Last Name  Nat. Position  Date of Birth Place of Birth Height Goals

1 Thomas  Bauer   AUT Goalkeeper 24/01/1986 Vienna, AUT 190 0
2 Evangelos Arampatzis  GRE Right Wing 04/08/1996 Alexandroupolis, GRE 178 20
3 Aleksandar Janca   GRE Right Back 25/10/2002 Athens, GRE 185 0
4 Joakim Andre Hykkerud  NOR Line Player 10/02/1986 Notodden, NOR 193 4
6 Dimitrios Tziras   GRE Right Wing 05/04/1991 Amarousio, GRE 190 33
7 Charalampos Dompris   GRE Centre Back 23/07/1994 Veroia, GRE 185 9
10 Panagiotis Nikolaidis  GRE Left Back 02/04/1990 Edessa, GRE 194 4
11 Luis Felipe Jimenez Reina  ESP Right Back 12/06/1989 Puente Genil, ESP 196 13
12 Milan  Kosanovic  SRB Goalkeeper 14/08/1981 Belgrade, SRB 190 1
13 Christodoulos Mylonas   GRE Left Back 13/05/1995 Athens, GRE 189 18
14 Michail Nektarios Stathis   GRE Left Back 14/10/2002 Athens, GRE 200 2
16 Dimitrios Bampatzanidis  GRE Goalkeeper 27/03/2002 Thessaloniki, GRE 194 0
17 Ignacio  Plaza Jimenez  ESP Line Player 10/01/1994 Ciudad Real, ESP 195 10
18 Ignacio  Moya Florido  ESP Centre Back 03/11/1988 Malaga, ESP 188 24
19 Konstantinos Kotsionis  GRE Centre Back 26/10/2002 Athens, GRE 189 8
20 Jesper Meinby Pedersen  DEN Right Back 24/04/1987 Morsø, DEN 186 5
21 Patrick Andre Toniazzo Lemos  BRA Centre Back  23/05/1996 Sorriso, BRA 190 29
22 Anastasios Papadionysiou  GRE Line Player 11/08/1990 Marousi, GRE 190 15
23 Cristian  Ugalde Garcia  ESP Left Wing 19/10/1987 Barcelona, ESP 186 0
24 Eleftherios Kovanis   GRE Left Wing 28/01/2003 Athens, GRE 175 0
27 Tomislav Nuic   BIH Left Wing 12/11/1988 Capljina, CRO 187 3
28 Nikolaos Marios Dikaioulias  GRE Line Player 02/08/2003 Athens, GRE 190 0
33 Andreas  Arapakopoulos  GRE Line Player 15/11/1994 Amarousio, GRE 188 5
34 Ioannis  Kalomoiros  GRE Left Back 23/05/1998 Thessaloniki, GRE 192 2
77 Marin  Buneta   CRO Right Back 09/07/1995 Rijeka, CRO 190 16
99 Christos  Kederis   GRE Left Wing 29/04/1994 Athens, GRE 170 30

Coach: Dimitris Dimitroulias (GRE) 

TEAM ROSTER

Players’ kit

Light:
- player shirt: yellow-black striped
- player short: black
- goalkeeper shirt: blue

Dark:
- player shirt: black
- player short: black
- goalkeeper shirt: orange

AEK Athens HC

Club address:
Fokon 9 
143 41 Nea Filadelfia/Athens 
Greece

Contact:
Email: info@aek.gr 
Homepage: www.aek.gr/handball 
Facebook: AEKAthleticClub 
Twitter: @aek_official 
Instagram: @aek_athleticclub



YSTADS IF (SWE)

No. First Name Last Name  Nat. Position  Date of Birth Place of Birth Height Goals

1 Niklas  Kraft   SWE Goalkeeper 22/03/1994 Ystad, SWE 193 0
2 Ludvig  Hallbäck   SWE Centre Back 27/10/2000 Göteborg, SWE 184 29
3 Christoffer Svensson  SWE Line Player 24/05/1993 Ystad, SWE 188 7
4 Herman  Hugosson  SWE Line Player 06/12/1991 Ystad, SWE 195 9
5 Kim  Andersson  SWE Right Back 21/08/1982 Malmö, SWE 200 17
6 Jakob  Nygren   SWE Right Back 14/01/1992 Simrishamn, SWE 188 33
7 Vilhelm  Ernst   SWE Left Back 14/05/2001 Helsingborg, SWE 190 2
8 Hampus  Andersson  SWE Right Wing 24/09/1993 Ystad, SWE 190 21
9 Theo  Johansson  SWE Line Player 08/08/2001 Ystad, SWE 187 0
10 Edvin  Persson   SWE Centre Back 03/04/2002 Ystad, SWE 184 5
11 Albin  Broman   SWE Right Back 18/01/2001 Ystad, SWE 186 4
12 Pontus  Encrantz   SWE Goalkeeper 01/06/2001 Lund, SWE 191 0
13 Lasse Indergaard Balstad   NOR Left Back 13/01/1994 Kolstad, NOR 194 15
14 Filip  Pettersson  SWE Right Wing 07/07/1999 Ystad, SWE 188 12
15 Truls  Landgren  SWE Centre Back 03/06/2000 Ystad, SWE 182 0
16 Erik  Hvenfelt   SWE Goalkeeper  16/09/1999 Nödinge, SWE 196 0
17 Johan  Dahlin   SWE Left Wing 11/03/1996 Ystad, SWE 180 13
18 Knud Ronau Larsen   DEN Line Player 07/01/1998 Copenhagen, DEN 206 7
20 Erik  Svensson  SWE Left Wing 28/03/2000 Ystad, SWE 178 6
21 Oscar  Jensen   SWE Goalkeeper 20/12/1982 Lund, SWE 191 0
22 Jim  Andersson  SWE Right Wing 03/09/1993 Linköping, SWE 192 29
23 Hampus  Karlsson   SWE Right Wing 23/02/2001 Lund, SWE 183 1
27 Kasper  Palmar   SWE Right Back 27/10/2003 Ystad, SWE 196 2
27 Nils  Persson   SWE Left Wing 20/02/2002 Ystad, SWE 177 0
28 Jonathan Svensson  SWE Left Back  27/01/1998 Ystad, SWE 194 18
30 Sebastian Glemhorn  SWE Goalkeeper 09/02/1995 Norrköping, SWE 191 0
30 Marcus  Gustavsson  SWE Goalkeeper 03/07/2003 Landeryd, SWE 184 0
33 Dalibor  Doder   SWE Centre Back 24/05/1979 Malmö, SWE 180 11

Coach: Oscar Carlén (SWE) 

TEAM ROSTER

Players’ kit

Light:
- player shirt: white
- player short: blue
- goalkeeper shirt: black

Dark:
- player shirt: blue
- player short: blue
- goalkeeper shirt: yellow

Ystads IF

Club address:
Box 21 
27121 Ystad 
Sweden

Contact:
Email: info@yif.se 
Homepage: www.yif.se 
Facebook: YstadsIF.handboll 
Twitter: @YIFhandboll 
Instagram: @yifhandboll
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Semi- Final
R 1 Round 2 finals matches

38 teams 32 teams 16 teams 8 teams 4 teams 2 teams
14.-15.11.2020 12.-13.12.2020 13.- 14.02.2021 20.- 21.03.2021 17.- 18.04.2021 15.- 16.05.2021

first leg first leg first leg first leg first leg first leg

21.-22.11.2020 19.-20.12.2020 20.- 21.02.2021 27.- 28.03.2021 24.- 25.04.2021 22.- 23.05.2021
NATION second leg second leg second leg second leg second leg second leg

01.09.2020 tbd tbd 23.02.2021 23.02.2021 27.04.2021
1 ROU CS Minaur Baia Mare

2 GRE AEK Athens HC

3 RUS HC Neva SPb

4 NOR Drammen HK

5 ISL FH Hafnarfjordur

6 LUX HC Berchem

7 BIH RK Borac mtel

8 CZE HC Dukla Praha

9 ISR Holon Yuvalim HC

10 UKR Donbas

11 SVK MSK Povazska Bystrica

12 TUR Beykoz BLD SK

13 BLR HC Masheka

14 FIN BK-46

15 LTU HC Dragunas Klaipeda

16 SRB HC Zeleznicar 1949

17 SWE Ystads IF

18 KOS KH Besa Famgas

19 BUL HC Dobrudja

20 SUI TSV St. Otmar St. Gallen

21 AUT SC kelag Ferlach

22 CYP Parnassos Strovolou

23 LAT ZRHK TENAX Dobele

24 MDA PGU Kartina TV Tiraspol

25 ITA Cassano Magnago HC

26 SLO RK Gorenje Velenje

27 EST Põlva Serviti

28 ROU CSM Bucuresti

29 GRE A.C. Diomidis Argous

30 ISL Afturelding Mosfellsbear ISL

31 BIH RK Gracanica 

32 CZE TJ Sokol Nove Veseli

33 UKR Odessa

34 TUR Spor Toto SC

35 FIN Cocks

36 LTU VHC Šviesa Vilnius

37 KOS KH Prishtina

38 AUT SG INSIGNIS HB WESTWIEN

39 CYP Sabbianco A. Famagusta

40 ITA Raimond Sassari

41 EST HC Tallinn

42 BIH HC Bosna Vispak Visoko

43 CZE HC Robe Zubři

44 TUR Antalyaspor

45 FIN IFK Handball Helsinki

46 LTU Granitas-Karys

47 ITA Ego Handball Siena

48 RUS SGAU-Saratov

49 NOR Kolstad Handball Elite team

50 BIH MRK Sloga Gornji V. Uskoplje

51 CZE HCB Karvina
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Player Club
1 Aleks Kavcic (SLO) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 58
2 Marios-Alexandros Moraitis (GRE) Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta (CYP) 52
3 Domen Tajnik (SLO) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 49
4 Christos Argyrou (CYP) Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta (CYP) 47
5 Raul Nantes Campos (BRA) CSM Bucuresti (ROU) 44
6 Tilen Sokolic (SLO) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 41
7 Nikolaos Kritikos (GRE) Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta (CYP) 39
8 Nikolaos Totos (GRE) Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta (CYP) 39
9 Dimitrios Tziras (GRE) AEK Athens HC (GRE) 33

10 Jakob Nygren (SWE) Ystads IF (SWE) 33
11 Kenan Pajt (SLO) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 32
12 Christos Kederis (GRE) AEK Athens HC (GRE) 30
13 Ibrahim Haseljic (BIH) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 30
14 Georgos Papakyprianou (CYP) Parnassos Strovolou (CYP) 29
15 Stylianos Asvestas (GRE) Sabbianco Anorthosis Famagusta (CYP) 29
16 Patrick Andre Toniazzo (BRA) AEK Athens HC (GRE) 29
17 Ludvig Hallbäck (SWE) Ystads IF (SWE) 29
18 Jim Andersson (SWE) Ystads IF (SWE) 29
19 Pavel Turaev (RUS) HC Neva SPb (RUS) 28
20 Calin Mihai Cabut (ROU) CS Minaur Baia Mare (ROU) 27
21 Chike Osita Onyejekwe (ROU) CSM Bucuresti (ROU) 26
22 Miha Kavcic (SLO) RK Gorenje Velenje (SLO) 26
23 Djordje Djekic (SRB) Cocks (FIN) 24
24 Ignacio Moya Florido (ESP) AEK Athens HC (GRE) 24
25 Aleksandr Kovalenko (RUS) HC Neva SPb (RUS) 24

58 goals
Aleks Kavcic
RK Gorenje Velenje

CURRENT TOP SCORERS



PAST CHAMPIONS

2020 no title (season suspended due to Covid-19)
2019 CSM Bucuresti ROU
2018 AHC Potaissa Turda ROU
2017 Sporting CP POR
2016 ABC/UMinho POR
2015 HC Odorheiu Secuiesc ROU
2014 Sävehof IK SWE
2013 SKA Minsk BLR
2012 AC Diomidis Argous GRE
2011 RK Cimos Koper SLO
2010 Sporting Clube de Portugal POR
2009 UCM Sport Resita ROU
2008 UCM Sport Resita ROU
2007 CS UCM Resita ROU
2006 Steaua Bucuresti ROU
2005 Wacker Thun SUI
2004 IFK Skövde HK SWE
2003 Skjern Handball DEN
2002 Skjern Handball DEN
2001 RK Jugovic Kav YUG
2000 TV Grosswallstadt GER
1999 SG Flensburg-Handewitt GER
1998 TuS Nettelstadt GER
1997 TuS Nettelstadt GER
1996 Drammen HK NOR
1995 TV Niederwürzbach GER
1994 TUSEM Essen GER

Challenge Cup (2001-20) and City Cup (1994-2000)
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