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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Here we stand on the eve of a new
year; but before we embark on a

new journey, let us take the time to
reflect on the distinctiveness of 2022.
Traditionally, in the even years, we
start and end with a highlight, and

this year we were treated to two
exciting top tournaments in Hungary
and Slovakia, as well as Slovenia,
North Macedonia, and Montenegro. In
January, we saw the men’s title return
to a nation with a history of winning,
and through exhilarating matches,
with unbelievable close results, it was
the Swedish men’s national team that
managed to grab the title and return
home with the golden plate for the first
time in 20 years. In November, we bore
witness to another thrilling spectacle,
and in the end, it was the national
team of Norway who were showered in
confetti and champagne, as they won
their 9th European title.

Now that we have glanced at the beginning
and the end of the year, we can remember that
there was plenty more in between to keep our
handball community entertained. The year had
more to offer, there were high-level Younger
Age Category (YAC) EUROs where Spain had

a tremendous season winning both the M20
EURO in Portugal as well as the M18 EURO in
Montenegro. The M20 event gave us more to
celebrate with complete TV coverage in 20
countries as well as 4000 spectators packing
out the venue for the final match. The YAC
Championships in Bulgaria, Israel, Latvia, and
Romania were also very well organised. It was
the YAC Beach Handball EURO in the Czech
Republic that capped our 2022 handball
summer. Listing the many tournaments
co-organised with other institutions, from
Olympic to University level, and considering
the parallel activities of the International
Handball Federation, indoor and beach
handball presented a new record of events
and a sound basis for the next generation.

Club handball continues to be the mainstay

of EHF competitions system; we continue,
even in very challenging times, to uphold

the integrity of our product. This is not easy;
the EHF has been fortunate to have the full
cooperation of its stakeholders — the Nations,
the Clubs, the Leagues, and the Players, which
allows handball to remain resilient. In 2022,
the efforts to organise top-level tournaments
paid off; with another full LANXESS arena in
Cologne and more than 15,000 spectators in
MVM Dome in Budapest — the EHF FINAL4s
succeeded yet again. We were also proud

to present the European League’s Finals in
Lisbon and Viborg, as well as the European
Cup Finals in Norway and Romania, and Spain.

Looking back at a very interesting year, it
felt as if there was just as much action off
the court as there was on it. Following the
election process of 2021, the members of
the Commissions, Boards, and Committees
continued to strive for the betterment of the
sport and, most importantly, for the benefit of
the EHF Member and Associate Federations.
The works undertaken were illuminated

at the various workshops, meetings,
conferences, and most recently at the

16th Extraordinary EHF Congress where our
members voted positively across the board
for the adaptation of provisions for the legal
processes and established English as the only
Congress language.

Administratively, the Conference for
Secretaries General sets the scene for the
Conference of Presidents, and it was in
Berlin, where the new Younger Age Category
system (as of 2024) had its veracity tested
before being formally endorsed by the
Executive Committee. The Conference

of Presidents in Luxembourg highlighted
technical development and initiatives such
as the ‘Circle of a Handball Life’, as well as
‘Women’s Handball Conference’ in order to
drive ‘European Handball Forward’; this was
the event moniker that touched upon several
different areas.

As we move forward and as the season
continues, our exciting events will be
present on stage be it on an international or
continental level. Parallel to this, we will do
what needs to be done in order to strengthen
the basis of our sport. Together with our
partners, we will continue to bring you the
best that handball has to offer.

In closing, I take this opportunity to express
my sincere gratitude to the multitude of
people who unwaveringly contributed to our
sport in 2022, from the professionals within
the offices of the EHF and EHF Marketing
GmbH, to the members of the Executive
Committee and all other members of our
Commissions, Committees, and Boards, and
beyond to our stakeholders, partners, service
providers, and collaborators — I thank you
all, most sincerely, for your dedication to
European handball.

My final words are reserved for the National
Handball Federations of Europe and every
single player - whether you play senior, YAC,
club, or national team handball: YOU are the
heart of our operation, and the EHF successes
are YOUR successes!

On behalf of the EHF Executive Committee and
myself, I thank you for standing by our side in
2022, and I promise that in 2023, together we
will continue to move handball forward.

Best wishes,

Michael Wiederer
President
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After over two weeks of hotly contested
handball, Sweden made history in
January 2022 when they lifted the Men’s
EHF EURO trophy for a record fifth time.

Sweden beat Spain 27:26 in the final, coming
back in the second half from a one-goal half-
time deficit to level the match before Niclas
Ekberg netted a post-buzzer penalty shot to
seal victory. It was the first time Sweden had
beaten Spain since 2009, and their first EHF
EURO title since 2002.

Spain’s participation in the final also made
history. Their silver medal was their fifth in
the competition, and they have nine EURO
medals overall. The Hispanos have also now
reached the semi-finals of the EHF EURO

at every tournament since 2012, and made
every final since 2016.

In the bronze medal match, Denmark beat
France 35:32 after extra time. Denmark had
never previously beaten France at the EHF

MATCHES
PLAYED

EURO, and their medal marked a return to the
podium for the first time since 2014.

The bronze medal win followed an earlier
defeat by France in the main round.

Sweden, Spain and Denmark all featured in
the tournament’s All-star Team, which was led
by Swedish centre back Jim Gottfridsson who
was critical to his side’s success during the
tournament. Gottfridsson scored 36 goals and
made 54 assists across the competition, and
his teammates spoke warmly of his leadership
qualities.

By winning the trophy, Gottfridsson broke the
‘MVP curse’ which had seen every MVP since
Nikola Karabatic in 2014 lose the final. He also
joined Karabatic and Croatia’s Ivano Balic in a
select group of two-time EHF EURO MVPs.

Fellow Swede Oscar Bergendahl was named
best defender of the competition. Spain’s
Aleix Gomez picked up the All-star right wing
award, and Mikkel Hansen and Matthias Gidsel

9,150 hours

BROADCAST TIME

(the event was more widely shown in Asia for the first time)

of Denmark were named All-star left and right
back, respectively — although both missed the
bronze medal match, with Hansen sidelined
beforehand and Gidsel leaving the court after
a minute of play.

The tournament was hosted by Hungary and
Slovakia, with group matches, the main round
and the final weekend played in the brand-
new Budapest Arena.

The earlier stages also saw some superb
handball and stand-out performances by
some young up-and-coming players. Iceland
in particular stood out; despite a competition
disrupted by positive Covid-19 tests for some
of their most experienced players, including
goalkeeper Bjorgvin Pall Gustavsson and back
Aron Palmarsson, they were a big threat.

Only France’s victory over Denmark in the last
main round game prevented Iceland from
reaching the semi-finals.

100 TikTok
views

on @homeofhandbatt

In the placement match, which would also
determine automatic qualification for the
2023 IHF Men’s World Championship, Iceland
forced an extra-time period against Norway
only for Norway’s Harald Reinkind to net in the
last second of extra time.

Nevertheless, Icelandic second-choice
goalkeeper Viktor Hallgrimsson stepped up
and was named All-star goalkeeper for a string
of pivotal saves throughout the tournament.

The Netherlands also had a history-making
tournament, with stand-in goalkeeper
Thijs Van Leeuwen making 14 saves on his
EHF EURO debut to ensure the Dutch won
their first-ever main round match, against
Montenegro.

The Men’s EHF EURO 2022 was the second
tournament to feature 24 teams.

100,000.2->

new followers on TikTok
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The road to the Men’s EHF EURO 2024
started at the Men’s EHF EURO 2022.
Medallists Sweden, Spain and Denmark,
plus hosts Germany received automatic
qualification for the 2024 championships.

A further 20 teams from the Men’s EHF EURO
2022 entered the qualification race, joined
by Estonia, the Faroe Islands, Greece, Israel,
Italy, Kosovo, Romania and Switzerland, who
were all eliminated in the final qualification
stage on the path to the EHF EURO 2022.

@ EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW

Belgium, Finland, Latvia and Turkey
progressed from the EHF EURO 2024
qualifiers relegation round to the qualification
phase, joined by Georgia and Luxembourg who
took the places of Russia and Belarus, which
are currently banned from competition by

the EHF.

At a draw in March 2022, the 32 teams in

qualification phase 2 were divided into eight
groups of four teams. Matches will be played
between October 2022 and April 2023, with

the top two sides in each group plus the four
best third-ranked teams progressing to the
final tournament.

A maximum of four of the lowest-ranked

teams at the end of this final qualification
stage will join the relegation round in the
EHF EURO 2026 qualifiers.
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SPAIN

EHF EUROPEAN CUP IWOMEN

ROCASA GRAN GANARIA LIFT THIRD TROPHY IN HISTORY
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In the second year of the EHF European
Cup Women, Rocasa Gran Canaria lifted
the trophy despite losing the last match
of the competition.

Gran Canaria took the title after a series of
close races throughout the competition.

They made it through round 3 after losing
37:38 to Skara IF at home and then beating the
Swedish team 27:25 away.

Second-leg home victories were key to

Gran Canaria reaching the semi-finals, where
again a big 34:27 win in Spain saw them take
their place in the final over HC Galychanka
Lviv after losing 19:20 in the first leg, played
in the Czech Republic.

In the all-Spanish final, played in May 2022,
Gran Canaria played the first leg at home
against 2021 champions Costa del Sol Malaga.
They won a low-scoring first half 9:8 but moved
ahead in the second half to take a 21:17 win
with Katarina Pavlovic scoring seven times.

That put Gran Canaria in a strong position
for the second leg in Malaga. Costa del Sol
attacked hard and were five up at the break,

but Gran Canaria managed to hold the gap
at four, thanks to Alba Spugnini’s goal nine
seconds from the buzzer.

Although they lost 25:29 and the aggregate
score was 46:46, Gran Canaria won the
title on the away goals rule.

There were 7,183 spectators at the
Jose Maria Martin Carpena Palacio
de los Deportes for the final, a new
attendance record for a women’s club
handball match in Spain.

The trophy was Gran Canaria’s third in the

third-tier European competition in six years.

They also lifted the EHF Challenge Cup in
2016 and 2019.

Malaga have also had considerable
success at this level of European
competition, reaching the Challenge Cup
quarter-finals in both 2018 and 2019
before winning the European Cup in
2021. Both Spanish teams have stepped
up to the EHF European League for the
2022/23 season.

THERE WERE 7,183
SPECTATORS AT THE
JOSE MARIA MARTIN CARPENA

PALACIO DE LOS DEPORTES
FOR THE FINAL, A NEW
ATTENDANCE REGORD FOR A
WOMEN'S HANDBALL MATCH
IN SPAIN.
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NORWWAY & ROMANIA

EHF EUROPEAN CUP MEN

- FAIRYTALE COMPLETE AS N/ERBA IL LIFT TROPHY
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EUROPEAN
cup

Nzerbg IL became the first Norwegian
side to win a European men’s club
competition since 1996 when they lifted
the EHF European Cup Men trophy in
May 2022.

Naerbg secured wins in both legs of the
final against Romania’s CS Minaur Baia
Mare to take the title, ending a hugely
successful season in style.

The Norwegian club began the competition
in round 2 by eliminating Raimond Sassari
of Italy, going on to defeat ASD Accademia
P. Conversano 2014 and CSM Foscani
2007. In the quarter-finals they had a
walkover after their opponents SKA Minsk
were excluded from the competition.

In the semi-finals, Neerbo beat fellow
Norwegian side Drammen in a shootout,
forced after both teams won their
respective home leg 30:27.

Against Baia Mare, Neerbo started strongly
with a 29:25 victory at ‘home’ — although

they had moved from their usual court
to the 5,000-seater DNB Arena in
nearby Stavanger to accommodate more
spectators.

In the return leg Neerbo inflicted Baia
Mare’s first home loss of the competition,
winning 27:26 to confirm the trophy.

The result was very much a family

affair. Naerbo’s assistant coach is Rune
Haugseng, and his son Andreas and
nephews Tord and Rassin both play in
the team. Andreas and Tord Haugseng
were both key to the victories in the final,
together contributing 27 of Naerbo’s 56
goals in the two legs.

Although they lost the final, 2021/22 was
Baia Mare’s best European season for
some time. They previously reached the
quarter-finals of the European Cup 2021
in their return to European competition
following several years away.

N/ERBO IL BEGAME THE FIRST
NORIWEGIAN SIDE TO WIN

A EUROPEAN MEN'S CLUB
COMPETITION SINCE 1996
WHEN THEY LIFTED THE EHF
EUROPEAN CUP MEN TROPHY
IN MAY 2022.

EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW @



DENMARK

ENERGI VIBORG EHF FINALS
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WITH WIN OVER VIBORG

SG BBM Bietigheim were imperious
throughout the EHF European League
Women 2021/22. They started their winning
streak in the last qualification round before
the group phase against Norwegian side
Tertnes Bergen, and ended with the Energi
Viborg EHF Finals and an outstanding final
win against hosts Viborg HK, 31:20.

The win in the final was not just their first-ever
European trophy; it was also Bietigheim’s 50th
consecutive win across all competitions, in a
streak dating back to March 2021 when they
lost a Bundesliga game against BV Borussia
09 Dortmund.

They were also the first German women’s
side to clinch the trophy in the second-

tier European competition in 30 years,

after Leipzig did it in the 1991/92 season
(organised by the IHF), and the first side in
the last 30 years to clinch the trophy without
dropping a single game.

Bietigheim left back Xenia Smits was awarded
with the MVP title at the Energi Viborg

EHF Finals, after scoring five goals in the
game against Viborg and playing a pivotal

role in defence.

Viborg HK were playing their first European
final in eight years, after winning the Women’s
Cup Winners’ Cup in the 2013/14 season.
They hosted a celebratory weekend of finals
and although they lost the crunch match,

that was their only defeat of the season.

They won seven games and drew two, setting
themselves up well for the future.

Viborg’s Kristina Jérgensen became the top
scorer of the competition with 72 goals, in
her last season in Denmark before joining
EHF Champions League Women side Metz
Handball for the 2022/23 season.

Herning-Ikast Handbold and CS Minaur Baia
Mare were the other two teams to make the
finals. Bietigheim beat Herning-Ikast 34:33 in
the last second to seal their place in the final,
and the Danish side went on to beat Baia Mare
29:28 in a penalty shoot-out.

Both teams had reached the EHF Finals

2021 too, and had played the 3/4 placement
match against each other in the previous year.
Herning-Ikast ended the tournament as the
most aggressive attacking side, and backed up
Viborg’s success to make the EHF European
League and the EHF Finals a solid tournament
for Danish club women’s handball.

227 were scored in
four thrilling
DELIVERED THE EVENT matches

gHE BROADCASTERS
EUROPEAN
LEAGUE

cumulative audience

GOALS
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PORTUGAL

EHF FINALS MEN

BORGES FULFILLS BENFICA'S TITLE DREAM IN THRILLER
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There was a fairytale end to the EHF Finals
Men 2022 as hosts SL Benfica lifted their
first European trophy, a win which was
covered extensively in the Portuguese and
international media.

Benfica’s journey to the title began in
qualification round 1, when they beat Swiss
side Kriens Luzern 60:42 on aggregate. They
went on to sweep past 2021 bronze medallists
Rhein-Neckar Léwen in qualification round 2
to reach the group phase, where seven wins, a
draw and two losses saw them finish second
to GOG.

Strong home legs against Fenix Toulouse and
RK Gorenje Velenje in the Last 16 and quarter-
finals saw Benfica through to the EHF Finals,
where they disposed of Orlen Wisla Plock
26:19 in the semi-finals.

EHE

EUROPEAN

The final against 2021 champions SC
Magdeburg proved a real nail-biter in front of
thousands of Portuguese fans. The two sides
exchanged the lead throughout the match and
Magdeburg forced extra time when Philipp
Weber scored in the last second.

Benfica ended the first period of extra time
down by a goal, but rallied and a missed pass
by Magdeburg, followed by a successful goal
from Alexis Borges, gave Benfica a two-goal
lead. Though Omar Ingi Magnusson netted

a final penalty for the German club on the
buzzer, Benfica had done enough.

Benfica’s goalkeeper Sergey Hernandez was
named the MVP of the tournament and Petar
Djordjic was the top scorer of both the EHF
Finals and the European League. Benfica were
only the second non-German winners of the
second-tier European competition since 2004
—the others being Pick Szeged from Hungary
in2014.

The final brought to an end a 26-match
long winning streak by Magdeburg in the
competition.

After their loss to Benfica in the semi-finals,
Plock went on to improve from fourth place in
2021 to beat RK Nexe 27:22 in the 2022 3/4
placement match. This was their best result in
a European competition.

Nexe also had their best-ever European
result by making the finals; they became the
first-ever Croatian team to qualify for any
final tournament in any EHF European cup
competition. Like Benfica, they made it all the
way to Lisbon from qualification round 1.

people
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HUNGARY

EHF FINAL4 UWOMEN

VIPERS KRISTIANSAND CLAIM SEGUND TITLE IN FRONT OF REGURD BRUWD o s
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CUMULATIVE AUDIENCE
was reached across the globe

9,400

spectators at the final match
All-time attendance record for women'’s club handball

CHAMPIONS
# LEAGUE
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The EHF FINAL4 Women 2022 set all

kinds of records, with 15,400 spectators
attending the finals day in the MVM Dome in
Budapest to see Vipers Kristiansand clinch
back-to-back victories.

It was the first time the EHF FINAL4 had
been held at the MVM Dome after moving
from its previous home at the Papp Laszlo
Budapest Sportaréna, and the bigger venue
made for a fantastic atmosphere throughout
the weekend.

Vipers took the title after dominant
performances against Metz Handball in the
semi-final and Gy6ri Audi ETO KC in the final.
It was only the second loss in the season for
the Hungarian record champions, who held an
early lead before Vipers piled on the pressure
to take the win.

With a final score of 33:31, this was the
highest-scoring final in history at the
EHF FINALA4.

MINUTES OF STREAMING
ACROSS THE WEEKEND
ON TWITCH

including a live-stream from
the/media event on Friday

The combined score of 64 goals was two
goals more than the old record, 62, set in
the previous season by Vipers and Brest

Bretagne Handball.

The Norwegian club became only the fifth
team in history — after Hypo Niederosterreich,
Slagelse FH, Viborg HK and Gyor — to retain
the title they won in the previous season.
Although Gy6r could not clinch another title,
they did make a record ninth final.

Vipers’ right back Nora Mgrk and goalkeeper
Katrine Lunde tied with Ausra Fridrikas and
Bojana Popovic as record winners of the

EHF Champions League, with six titles each.
Their teammate Heidi Lake, who had won five
Champions League trophies before 2021/22,
did not play in the final weekend.

Mgrk was also named again in the EHF
Champions League All-star Team, which also
included four Gyor players and coach Ambros
Martin. CSM Bucuresti’s Cristina Neagu was
the All-star left back and the season’s top
scorer, with 110 goals.

OFFICIAL BROADCASTERS
DELIVERED THE EVENT

It was Neagu'’s third top-scorer trophy, a
record which she now shares with Natalia
Morskova and Nataliya Derepasko.

Vipers’ Markéta Jerabkova scored 19 goals
across the two games of the EHF FINAL4 and
became the tournament’s MVP — the first
Czech player to hold the title. Jerabkova was
critical to Vipers’ success, and combined well
with compatriot Jana Knedlikova in the final
against Gyor.

Metz Handball won the 3/4 placement
match against Team Esbjerg. It was their first
EHF FINAL4 win, and while they came to
Budapest with hopes of the title, they went
away smiling.

Esbjerg found Gyor’s depth too much in
the second half of their semi-final, and
lost by six goals to Metz. However, it was
still an excellent season for the Danish
side, who reached their first EHF FINAL4
after a 13-game unbeaten streak.

FANS REACHED
via official EHFCL
o channels
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EHF FINAL4 MEN
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Barca began the 2021/22 season as
reigning champions, but also with an air of
uncertainty after a change in head coach -
from Xavi Pascal to Carlos Ortega — and the
departure of several key players.

Although it took the Spanish side several
group phase games to really find their feet,
by the EHF FINAL4 they were again a force to
be reckoned with, and they eventually took

a record 10th title in a thriller against Lomza
Vive Kielce.

The two sides swapped the lead throughout
the final and on the final buzzer of regular
time tournament MVP Artsem Karalek scored
to keep Kielce’s hopes alive, making it 28:28.
In extra time, Barga looked to have the win

wrapped up before letting Kielce back in with a
couple of missed shots — but Alex Dujshebaev

missed a potential winner on the buzzer, and
the game went into a penalty shoot-out.

Dujshebaev was also the only player to
miss a penalty, with his shot saved by Barca
goalkeeper Gonzalo Pérez de Vargas. Ludovic

CUMULATIVE AUDIENCE

ol

tuned in for the highlight event

Fabregas made no mistake with the final
penalty shot, securing Barca the trophy.

There was also a penalty shoot out in the

3/4 placement match between THW Kiel

and Telekom Veszprém. The 2020 champions
secured victory thanks to three saves from
All-star goalkeeper Niklas Landin, after
previously losing the replay of the 2020 final,
30:34 to Barga.

Veszprém'’s fourth place was perhaps a
disappointing end to their sixth EHF FINAL4
appearance in eight seasons, but also shows
the club’s consistency and potential to — one
day - finally lift the trophy.

The weekend set several records. Three
matches at the EHF FINAL4 2022 featured
72 goals each and even the same result,
37:35. The total number of goals scored over
the four matches hit 280, a new record for
Cologne, with 19,750 fans witnessing the
games each day.

o0 hours

of uninterrupted

streaming on Twitch

All four finalist teams featured in the EHF
Champions League All-star Team. Best
defender Hendrik Pekeler joined his teammate
Landin; Barca supplied the All-star right back
and right wing in the shape of Dika Mem

and Aleix Gémez; left back Petar Nenadic

and centre back Kentin Mahé featured for
Veszprém; and Kielce’s Talant Dujshebaev was
named best coach. Nenadic and Pekeler both
made their first Champions League All-star
Teams.

Gdémez was the EHF Champions League top
scorer, netting 104 times throughout the
season including 22 goals at the EHF FINALA4.

Barca’s victory received extensive media
coverage around Europe and broke records
when it came to TV and digital coverage.

guests and hosts joining the Twitch show
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CZECH REPUBLIC

YAG 16 BEACH
HANDBALL EUR0 2022

HUNGARY GLAIM DOUBLE BEAGH GOLD

Hungary won both the men’s and
women’s gold medals at the YAC 16
Beach Handball EURO 2022 in Prague,
without dropping a set.

In the men’s tournament, Hungary clinched
first place in the preliminary round, with three
wins, against Sweden, Norway and Poland,
before winning the semi-final against Germany
(20:19; 22:20) and the final against Spain
(18:15; 15:14)

Hungary’s women topped their group in the
preliminary round, before wins against the
Netherlands in the semi-finals (19:18; 29:16)
and against Spain in the final (23:21; 26:25).
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Germany won bronze in the men’s
tournament, beating Croatia, while the
Netherlands took women’s bronze ahead of
Ukraine.

This was the first edition in both tournaments
when the winners avoiding dropping a set on
their way to the title.

The result was a step up for Hungary —in the
previous edition, they finished fifth in the
women’s and ninth in the men’s tournament.
Hungary’s Bulcsu Hovan was named MVP of
the men’s competition while Vivien Kasper
was the best women’s goalkeeper.
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HUNGARY WON BOTH THE
MEN'S AND //OMEN'S GOLD
MEDALS AT THE YAC 16
BEAGH HANDBALL EURD
2022 IN PRAGUE, WITHOUT
DROPPING A SET.

Portugal’s Gabriel da Costa Sequeira was the
top scorer in the men’s tournament, with 108
points, while Spain’s Celia Garcia Sanchez
sealed first place in the women’s tournament,
with 122 points, just four more than the
Netherlands’ Sterre Jansen.

Portugal and France jointly took home the
men’s Fair Play award, and the Czech Republic
won the women’s Fair Play prize.

A total of 15 women’s and 14 men’s teams
were in the running in Prague. The event
was extensively covered with live scores and
results provided via a ticker, and matches
shown live on EHFTV.

EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW @



PORTUGAL

MEN'S 20 EHF EURD

THE STORY OF SPAIN'S EPIC COMEBACK

An incredible 6:0 run late in the second half
of the Men’s 20 EHF EURO 2022 final gave
Spain their third victory in the competition,
denying hosts Portugal a historic win.

Portugal looked like they were on the road

to victory, led by their exceptional back line
of Francisco Mota da Costa, Andre Sousa
and Martim Mota da Costa who combined for
25 goals. However, Portugal failed to score
throughout much of the fourth quarter of the
game, giving Spain the chance they needed.

Spain’s 37:35 win came in the highest-scoring
final in the competition’s history. It also meant
they tied Germany for the most wins, after
previously taking the title in 2012 and 2016,

EHF EURD
HANDBALL MATCHES

PORTUGAL - 7-17 JULY 2022 PLAYED

and levelled with Germany and Denmark for
the most M20 EHF EURO medals (six).

The final was the culmination of an exciting
competition which threw new talents into the
spotlight and saw 3,354 goals scored in 56
matches.

Francisco Mota da Costa became the top
scorer of the competition after his 11-goal
outing in the final, topping the charts with 58
goals, four more than Denmark’s centre back
Thomas Arnoldsen. He was also named All-
star right back of the competition, alongside

his brother Martim who was All-star left back.

m- 1lom

video views

impressions generated
during the tournament

Spain’s right wing Antonio Martinez and line
player Javier Rodriguez were also named on
the All-star Team.

Serbian centre back Stefan Dodic became the
tournament’s MVP.

He was instrumental for Serbia’s return to the
spotlight and, as the focal point of the team’s
attack, scored 29 goals in Portugal.

19-year-old Dodic dazzled with his creativity
and superb handball IQ, following in the
footsteps of players like Austria’s Nikola Bilyk,
Portugal’s Diogo Silva and France’s Kentin
Mahe, all of whom who were named as the
MVP at previous tournaments.

=167

INTERACTIONS

engagement rate on Instagram

Several teams arguably underperformed
during the tournament. France missed the top
four for the first time in eight years; Germany
were seventh and Denmark eighth — although
Danish centre back Thomas Arnoldsen made
the All-star Team and was the second top
scorer of the tournament.

The Faroe Islands qualified for the 2023

IHF Men’s Junior World Championship, for
finishing 10th in their maiden M20 EHF EURO,
and were consistently impressive.

SCAN THE QR CODE
AND DISCOVER
THE STORY OF

THE FUTURE
OF HANDBALL:
Kiko and
Martim Costa

CUMULATIVE
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in Portugal
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z Gm video views
° on TikTok
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MONTENEGRO

MEN'S 18 EHF EURO

SPAIN SECURE EUROPEAN TITLE IN PODGORIGA

With a 34:32 win against Sweden in the
M18 EHF EURO 2022 final in August 2022,
Spain became the first country in history
to complete the EHF EURO double in two
Younger Age Categories — M18 and M20 -
in the same year.

‘Los Hispanos’ had previously won the gold
medal at the M20 EHF EURO 2022 in July,
after another nail-biting final against Portugal,
37:35.

Germany won the M18 bronze medal match
29:22 against Hungary, who suffered their
third loss in the competition. Germany have
now won six medals at the M18 EHF EURO,
one fewer than Spain and Sweden, who
have won seven. Spain previously won the
tournament in 1994, having lost another two
finals. They also have three bronze medals.

It was a historic tournament for Spain, who
delivered a total masterclass throughout the
matches played in Montenegro, with another
golden generation being born on the courts

@ EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW

of the Verde Complex and the Moraca Sports
Centre in Podgorica.

“Los Hispanos” had a tournament for the
ages, winning all of their seven games played,
scoring an average of 35.4 goals per game.
They had just one game where they did not
score at least 30 goals, the last one from the
main round against Denmark, where they
scored 29.

Two Spanish players reached the All-star
Team, right wing Unciti Gonzalez and right
back Djordje Cikusa Jilicic. They were joined
by fellow finalist Axel Mansson of Sweden,
who was named All-star centre back and who
scored 13 goals in the final. Sweden’s Pelle
Segertoft was the best defender.

The Faroe Islands’ Oli Mittun became the
player with the most goals scored in a single
edition of the M18 EHF EURO — 80 — earning
him the MVP and top scorer awards.
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MONTENEGRO - 4-14 AUGUST 2022

Another four nations were represented in
the All-star Team: the best goalkeeper was
Portugal’s Diogo Rema Marques; David More
of Germany was All-star left wing; Hungary’s
Kirstof Csérgo was named best left back;
and Norwegian line player Lars Eirik Larsen
completed the team.

The teams ranked first to 13th at the M18 EHF
EURO 2022 qualified for the M20 EHF EURO
2024: Spain, Sweden, Germany, Hungary,
Croatia, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, the Faroe
Islands, Iceland, Slovenia, Montenegro and
Serbia. They will be joined by the winners

of the three M18 EHF Championship 2022
tournaments: the Czech Republic, North
Macedonia, and Austria.

The top 11 teams at the M18 EHF EURO, plus
the three M18 EHF Championship winners,
qualified for the 2023 IHF Men’s Youth World
Championship, including hosts Croatia.




MEN'S 20 EHF EURO MEN'S 20 EHF CHAMPIONSHIP ~ MEN'S 20 EHF GHAMPIONSHIP
Portugal: 7-17 July Bulgaria: 2-10 July Bulgaria: 16-24 July

01 spPAIN 01 CZECH REPUBLIC 01 ISRARL

02 PORTUGAL 02 AUSTRIA 02 ROMANIA

03 SERBIA 03 NETHERLANDS 03 SWITZERLAND

@ EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW

MEN'S 18 EHF CHAMPIONSHIP

Latvia: 8-14 August

01 NORTH MACEDONIA
02 SWITZERLAND
03 LUXEMBOURG
MEN'S 18 EHF EURD MEN'S 18 EHF CHAMPIONSHIP ~ MEN'S 18 EHF CHAMPIONSHIP
Montenegro: 4-14 August Israel: 7-13 August Romania: 8-14 August
01 spPAIN 01 CZECH REPUBLIC 01 AUSTRIA
02 SWEDEN 02 ISRAEL 02 UKRAINE
03 GERMANY 03 GREECE 03 ROMANIA
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SLOVENIA, NORTH MACEDONIA & MONTENEGRO

IWOMEN'S EHF EURQ 2022

NORWAY MAKE EHF EURO HISTORY ONGE AGAIN

Norway defended their 2020 title and won
their ninth Women’s EHF EURO trophy as
they beat Denmark 27:25 in the final of the
2022 competition, the culmination of three
weeks of exciting handball.

It was a close game with Denmark in front
most of the way but a level last 10 minutes
before two straight goals from EHF EURO
2022 MVP Henny Reistad secured the win for
Norway in the final minutes.

Goalkeeper Katrine Lunde was a key factor for
Norway, as she entered for the last 20 minutes
and saved at 40 per cent, opening the door for
her team’s comeback.

RN wowen'sEx euno 2022
SLOVENIA - NORTH MAGEDONIA - MONTENEGRO
\t 420 NOVENBER

@ EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW

With the victory, Norway added to the
EHF EURO trophies they won in 2020, 2016,
2014, 2010, 2008, 2006, 2004 and 1998.

It was Denmark’s first appearance in a major
final for 18 years. They last reached the final
stage of a top tournament in 2004, when they
lost the EHF EURO final to Norway by the
same score as this year — 25:27. However,
Denmark came away from Slovenia knowing
they have the capacity to beat their Nordic
neighbours, after winning their last main
round match.

Montenegro took bronze, beating France
a decade after winning the London 2012
Olympic Games semi-final against the same

LY,

TV market share in Denmark
and Norway for the final

peak audience made the final this ‘
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opponents. Their 27:25 extra-time victory
was their first win against France in three
EHF EURO encounters.

Defeat in the bronze-medal match meant

the EHF EURO 2022 was the first time since
2014 that France leave the EHF EURO without
a medal and the first major international
championship since 2019 where they did not
take a piece of silverware.

It was the last international match for
Montenegrin star Jovanka Radicevic, who
clinched the Player of the Match award and
leaves this level of handball as the third-
highest scorer in the tournament’s history,
with 214 goals.

on Danish television

Radicevic also featured for a third time in the
EHF EURO All-star Team. She was named
alongside bronze-medal match opponents
Pauletta Foppa (line player) and Cléopatre
Darleux (goalkeeper).

MVP Reistad was joined in the team by her
captain Stine Oftedal, who was the best centre
back for the third tournament in a row.

Romanian left back Cristina Neagu was named
in the All-star Team for the fourth time, after
2010, 2014 and 2016. Neagu is now the
all-time top scorer for both the men’s and
women’s EHF EUROs, with 296 goals — eight
more than the best men’s scorer, Iceland’s
Gudjon Valur Sigurdsson, and 82 more

than Radicevic.
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Denmark’s Emma Friis and Kathrine
Heindahl were named All-star left wing
and best defender respectively, and
Hungarian right back Katrin Klujber
completed the All-star Team.

Norway’s Nora Mgrk clinched her third EHF
EURO top scorer crown with eight goals in
the final, bringing her tally in the tournament
to 50 and in her career to 219 — putting her
second behind Neagu and ahead of Radicevic
in the all-time standings.

The majority — 28 — of Mark’s goals at the
EHF EURO 2022 came from penalties, and she
missed only one from the seven-metre line.

After previously taking the top scorer award
at the EHF EURO 2016 and 2020, Mgrk is the
first player across both men’s or women’s
tournaments to take this award twice in a row
and the first to earn it three times.

post & stories impressions on EHF EURO’s Instagram channel
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PORTUGAL

IWORLD & EUROPEAN UWHEELCHAIR
HANDBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

PORTUGAL TAKE INAUGURAL TROPHY IN LEIRIA

0 EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / SPORTS REVIEW

UWORLD & EUROPEAN
UHEELCHAIR HANDBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

In November 2022 Portugal hosted the
inaugural World & European Wheelchair
Handball Championship, and came away
as the undefeated champions.

The six-a-side competition, jointly run by
the EHF and the International Handball
Federation, featured nine mixed teams

- seven European teams, plus India

and Pakistan.

Croatia, Pakistan, Hungary, Norway and
Spain made up group A, with Portugal,
India, Netherlands and Romania in group B.

Portugal, India, Norway and the
Netherlands reached the semi-finals. Spain
missed out despite winning their group after
losing a thrilling cross-match with the Dutch
18:20.

The Netherlands went on to make the

final against Portugal, who looked strong
throughout the competition. The hosts beat
India 23:11 in their semi-final and defeated
the Dutch 18:10 to clinch gold.

The final was quite even in the first half,
but Portugal then pulled ahead from 9:7 at
the break to win 18:10. Iderlindo Gomes
and Ricardo Queiros were the top scorers.
Portugal had already won the 2018 edition
of the EHF European Wheelchair Handball
Nations’ Tournament.

Norway needed a penalty shoot-out to
defeat India 15:14 in the bronze-medal
match after the score was 11:11 at the

end of regular time. Spain — including the
second top scorer Miguel Garcia Gomar (36
goals) — finished fifth after a 14:13 win over
Croatia; Hungary finished seventh ahead of
Romania and Pakistan.

Six players were selected for the All-Star
team, with Netherlands’ Joyce van Haaster
being the top goalkeeper and the Most
Valuable Female Player. Spain’s Oscar
Perales Perez, Croatia’s Ante Stimac, India’s
Javed Ramjan Choudhari, Norway’s Thor-
Erik Strand and Portugal’s Ricardo Quieros
were also named in the All-Star team.
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TALKING ABOUT HANDBALL

EHF & EHF MARKETING AT SPORTS BUSINESS CONFERENCES

Throughout 2022 the EHF spent time
networking with other sports professionals
and promoting handball around Europe at a
number of events.

In June, the EHF attended sports marketing
and sponsorship conference Sporto, held in
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

EHF Director of Business Development &
Marketing JJ Rowland took to the stage
alongside Infront Sports and Media Central
Marketing Sales Manager Christina Hollerl to
discuss the marketing and sponsorship angle
of the Women’s EHF EURO 2022, with a focus
on the importance of sustainable development
and women’s empowerment in sport in the
build-up to the event.

Slovenian singer-songwriter Senidah, who
wrote and performs the EHF EURO 2022
official song ‘Play with Heart’ and was a
special ambassador of the championship,
appeared at the closing session of the
conference.
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In September, representatives of the EHF,
EHF Marketing (EHFM), German Handball
Federation and German Handball Bundesliga
teamed up at SPOBIS 2022, Europe’s largest
sports business event. In panel discussions
and interviews, the four organisations
highlighted the successful sporting and
economic development of handball as well
as the opportunities and challenges of the
coming years.

EHF President Michael Wiederer talked about
the EHF Masterplan and how it feeds into

the sport’s continued development, while
EHF Secretary General Martin Hausleitner
participated in a session on how the German
federation and the EHF plan to benefit from
the opportunities presented by the ‘mega’
year of sport in 2024.

Speaking about Germany’s role as host of
the Men’s EHF EURO 2024, Hausleitner

said: “We have the goal that the European
Championships are not only a celebration

for the host, but a major international
sporting event. We face many challenges and

WE HAVE THE GOAL THAT THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

ARE NOT ONLY A GELEBRATION FOR THE HOST, BUT A MAJOR
INTERNATIONAL SPORTING EVENT.

opportunities in this regard and already feel
the first successes. Through international
promotion we want to boost sports tourism.
The tools we are currently using are working,
but the real test will come in Germany.”

EHFM Managing Director David Szlezak spoke
about the organisation’s growth strategy,
with a focus on brands, technology and
presentation.

“In handball we are proud of our heritage
and have a very clear DNA. We are striving for
development, but want to do it authentically.
The entire handball ecosystem needs to bring
fans into arenas across the world. We all have
to work together on that, each from our own
position,” said Szlezak.

Meanwhile, EHF Director of Media &
Communications Thomas Schéneich talked
about digital transformation and how the EHF,
the United States’ National Football League
and the National Basketball Association are
positioning themselves strategically.

“When we are investing in platforms such as
TikTok and Twitch, it is an investment to reach
new audiences,” said Schoéneich. “We have
turned the Home of Handball channels into
reference channels for European handball on
these platforms. It is our aim not only to build
an engaging platform and community, but
build strategies and possibilities to monetise
as well.”
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DIGITAL CAMPAIGNS

HANDMADE HISTORY & PLAY WITH HEART

With several milestones reached in EHF
competitions in 2022, the focus on digital
promotion was ramped up with new
concepts and activations.

To mark the 30th EHF Champions League
season in 2022/23, the ‘Handmade History’
campaign puts the spotlight on the rich history
of the competition, while also highlighting

the players and moments which will be
remembered in the future.

The campaign shows the pride of the handball
community in the tournament, and how it has
developed over the years. It showcases the
great players and actions of the past 30 years
while also building a connection to the future
of Europe’s top handball competition.

The weekly EHF Champions League newsletter
features 30 legendary players in the ‘This

is Me’ series, which originally began in the
2020/21 season. Every week ‘This is Me’ tells
a player’s story in his or her own words, giving
an insight into why they became handball
players, and what they love about the sport.
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The special 30th anniversary focus includes
stores from 15 women and 15 men.

Through social media channels and website
features, ‘Handmade History’ identifies future
stars and help fans follow every moment of
the historic season now underway.

The Women’s EHF EURO 2022 slogan
was ‘Play with Heart’. The campaign has
emphasised through the official hashtag,
#playwithheart, and is also the title of the
official song by Senidah.

The Slovenian singer-songwriter has penned
an anthem which is about coming together,
no matter the country, skin colour or religion,
to feel the power of women in sport, life

and society.

“I want to connect all women with the song.

I want us to be even stronger and more
heartfelt in what we do,” Senidah said. “It is a
special honour for me. I also fell in love with
handball, thanks to my mother, who loved this
sport the most.”

Connected to the campaign was a series of
features launched ahead of the tournament,
‘Women at the Heart of the Game’. The
focus of the series was on successful
handball players who switched from stellar
performances on the court to taking up

remarkable roles in different sports functions.

Those featured in the series included the
championship’s ambassadors from host

THE CAMPAIGN SHOWS
THE PRIDE OF THE HANDBALL

COMMUNITY IN THE
TOURNAMENT, AND HOW
IT HAS DEVELOPED QVER
THE YEARS.

countries Montenegro, North Macedonia, and
Slovenia - Katarina Bulatovic, Gordana Naceva
and Marta Bon. Montenegro’s head coach
Bojana Popovic, the only female head coach
at the championship, was also featured,
alongside the likes of delegate and former
Serbian international Tanja Medved.
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It was obvious that I, the tall kid, would
play either basketball or handball. I grew
up with my brother, Levente, always
playing with balls. As my father, also
Laszlé, used to play basketball, I started

with it, but handball turned me over.

I also have a two-week long football
career, but everyone quickly realised that
I was born with a handball in my hands.

Although I had to stick to my decision, I got
every help from home and as successes
came through in my early years, it was not
a question whether I had taken the right
or wrong decision. In Szeged, where I
spent my first almost 20 years, handball is
everything and the old arena’s atmosphere
grabbed me and never let go. Also, it was
mandatory in the primary school to play
handball, but for me it was just another
amazing opportunity, so I enjoyed every
minute of it.

I most definitely remember the very first
international trophies I won. Winning
competitions in Switzerland and Italy
confirmed my path, I even was named MVP
at one of these. I felt so cool, and that was
ground-breaking, I knew what came next:

handball is and will be my life. From that
point, I was never thinking about anything
else. I cannot imagine life without handball
and sport. Even though I understood
automatically that I will have so little free
time. For an adolescent boy, I had to accept
the facts and the sacrifice, but for what?
For evolving and getting better and better!

My favourite Champions League memory is
my very first victory at home at the Palau
Blaugrana with Barca in 2005. We lost
against Portland San Antonio in 2001, then
we did not even qualify for the Champions
League in one of the following seasons, so
it was an emotional roller-coaster.

The best coach I worked with was Valero
Rivera, the person who taught me a lot

at the beginning and helped to play in
Barcelona. Antonio Carlos Ortega was the
most thorough, he definitely understood
every little piece of handball and translated
it into the players’ language. There have
also been plenty of players from whom I
learnt a lot. Staffan Olsson is one of them,
and not just because he has long hair,
too. His style and calmness were very
sympathetic to me.

IN SZEGED, IWHERE |
SPENT MY FIRST ALMOST
20 YEARS, HANDBALL IS
EVERYTHING AND THE OLD
ARENA'S ATMOSPHERE
GRABBED ME AND NEVER
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Also, players like Mikkel Hansen, Nikola
Karabatic, Uros Zorman were all tough to
follow as they were quick and able to score
from anywhere.

The feeling that handball would be my life has
never changed, it still has a crucial part of my
heart thanks to Telekom Veszprém HC and
the Hungarian Handball Federation, although
nowadays I have a role outside of the court. I
consider myself just as hard-working as I used
to be as a player, and I have goals to reach,
even dreams. With the national team, a medal
on a major event that I miss from my career,
in Veszprém the long-awaited Champions
League trophy, that I also could not deliver,
although we have been twice in the final.

Twenty years is a lot, I have gained plenty

of experience both in Spain and at home.
Naturally, we are different and the Laszlé Nagy
I became, has his own thoughts. I saw what is

needed for victory and tried to implement that.

Handball is fast, you do not have time to

think otherwise the match is gone. In the two
decades, there were bad choices, mistakes

on the court, but I never carried that with me
for too long. I believe that without mental
preparation and toughness I would not be the
person I am today. This is one of the important
things I learnt in Barcelona.

I spent there 12 years, Catalonia and
Barcelona is my second home, the place
where I became a grown man. Not only in
my career but in my personal life I took steps
ahead. The culture, the way of thinking and
the people there shaped me. As today’s
handball is led many ways by Spanish coaches
and tactics, it is not a shame to learn from
winners. This is the mentality that we want
to implement both at Veszprém and the
national team.

BEING A PROFESSIONAL ATHLETE ABROAD ALIA/AYS MEANS EMOTIONAL SOLITUDE, EVEN THOUGH | USED
T0 LIVE TOGETHER WITH OTHER YOUNG PLAYERS FOR AT LEAST A YEAR. | FELT ALONE AS MY FAMILY,

MY FRIENDS WERE SO FAR FROM BARGELONA.
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Being a professional athlete abroad always
means emotional solitude, even though I used
to live together with other young players for
at least a year. I felt alone as my family, my
friends were so far from Barcelona. However,
you cannot let your mental state drive you on
the court and frankly I did not even have time
to think too much as travelling, practicing and
the matches took most of my days. Everything
was about performance, while I really enjoyed
my period there.

There are always ups and downs and I always
stood up when something came in my way.
Around 2010, the circumstances around the
Hungarian national team were not perfect and
as I was in Spain, their association started

a procedure for me to change nationality. In
the meantime, Veszprém approached me, I
accepted their terms and returned home. With
that, it was obvious for me to wear the red-
white-green jersey after a three-year hiatus.

I like to think that the conditions adjusted

due to my leadership and the point is that the
national team evolved by that.

I wanted to retire at Barga, it was my dream.
However, the club does not really give long-
term contracts to players over 30 years.
While both Szeged, Kiel and Paris wanted

to lure me, Veszprém were more persistent,
thus I moved back to help their one and
only purpose, winning Europe’s top flight.

Sadly, I did not lift the trophy as player of the
Hungarian powerhouse. Veszprém was not
just an opportunity as a player but a place to
continue my career even after I retired. At the
age of 38, the time had come and I quickly
started to work off the court. It was clear that
I wanted to stay in handball and as the record
champions gave me a chance, the Hungarian
federation also jumped on the train, and I love
every minute of it!

Being at Veszprém means being at the
greatest arena of Europe, because the
supporters are fanatics and the grandstand
is really close to the court which puts a
huge pressure on both sides. I think that
every player, even if he played in Veszprém
only once, will put the arena in his personal
top three.

As time has passed, I was more and more
conscious regarding my body, my soul, and my
plans. Naturally, I saw the signs that I need

to focus on those more. Massages and yoga
helped a lot to extend my career and now I
can easily say, I do not miss playing handball.
Thankfully, I am still around the game so this
might have to do something with that. As long
as I can work, I want to do it in sport.

I always had goals in my life, and I would do
nothing differently if I went back in time.

Laszlo Nagy
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EMPOUVER TO INSPIRE

WOMEN ON AND OFF THE COURT A/HO MADE

WOMEN'S EHF EURD 2022 HAPPEN

One of the key messages at the Women’s
EHF EURO 2022 was female empowerment,
with the aim of putting the focus on the
women on and off the court who make the
event happen. The event saw a range of
initiatives highlighting the role women play
in and around handball.

Exclusive editorial was a major part of the
initiative. Ahead of the tournament a series
of articles written by journalist Danijela Vekié¢
appeared on eurohandball.com focusing

on ‘women at the heart of the game’. The
series featured successful handball players
who switched from stellar performances

on the court to take up remarkable roles in
different sports functions.

During the EHF EURO the regular newsletter
was written by Courtney Gahan, with the

aim of providing fans with news from the
tournament written in a personalised, female
voice. The newsletter included Gahan’s
personal takes on the EHF EURO; her story of
the day; and the woman or a fact of the day.

@ EUROPEAN HANDBALL 2022 / PROMOTING HANDBALL

A separate series of articles featured

women on and off the court who made

the event happen, such as photographers

and producers, and the players juggling

their careers as athletes with their roles as
mothers. The pieces were featured on the EHF
LinkedIn page and in the live blog every day.

The tournament also showcased the best
photographs. The EHF partnered with photo
agency kolektiffimages to share the best
images of the previous day on social media,
always highlighting the role of women. Two

of the best pictures will be submitted to the
Women in Sports International Photo Awards.

Three mini-documentaries were released
showcasing iconic stories and players at

the EHF EURO: Montenegrin wing Jovanka
Radicevic, who retired from international
competition with a bronze medal; Norwegian
goalkeeping great Katrine Lunde; and the
Swiss national team, who made their EHF
EURO debut in 2022.

Alongside the tournament the EHF hosted the
Women’s Handball Conference.

Over 130 participants from 32 countries
attended, listening to presentations
from experts in various fields related

to the development and promotion of
women’s handball.

These included presentations on the
preparation of national teams for qualification
and final EHF EURO tournaments; the use of
handball role models for the future; the EHF
Respect Your Talent programme, the player
development pathway and the ‘circle of
handball life’; best practice; the presentation
of women’s sport; and the role of clubs and
leagues in strengthening women’s handball.

The EHF EURO 2022 also worked with

female influencers to raise awareness of

the tournament and of women’s sport more
generally. This included a special collaboration
with a visual artist from Montenegro, Andrijana
Vesovic. Under her artistic name Zombijana,
Andrijana created a range of Instagram posts
in which she empowered women to participate
in sports in different ways.
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UWOMEN AT THE HEART
OF THE GAME

MARTA BON'S ADVOGAGY

‘Women at the Heart of the Game’ has

been a weekly series in the build-up to

the Women’s EHF EURO 2022 and featured
former stars who have transitioned into a
new role. One of the women featured in the
series ahead of the European Championship
was Marta Bon, former handball player and
coach, now gender equality advocate from a
small Slovenian place called Mirna.

After hosting the Men’s EHF EURO 2004,
Slovenia is co-hosting the women’s
tour